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GARDEN CLUB CIVIC PROJECTS

1. Participate in Manchester Fall clean-up.

2. Civic Beautification Projects, planting window boxes at Beverly 

Bootstraps Thrift Shop. 

3. Distribution of flowers to shut-in’s. 

4. Re-Green Springfield, a Garden Club Federation initiative to restore trees 

lost from the tornado on June 1st, 2011. A check will be sent to the GCFM 

TORNADO RELIEF FUND COMMITTEE.    

ThE ExECUTIVE BOARD wIShES TO REMIND MEMBERS ThAT ThEIR 

COMMITMENT TO ThE CLUB INCLUDES ThE FOLLOwING:

1. Plantings for civic beautification projects.

2. Distribution of plants to shut-ins, an annual event.

3. Federation activities when possible.

4. Bringing a refreshment at least twice a year.

5. Setting up and putting away your chair after the meeting.

6. Attend the monthly meetings.

7. Participate as part of the executive board when possible.

Special thanks to the  

MANChESTER CULTURAL COUNCIL  

for their generous support.

PAst ProgrAms sPonsorEd bY thE CounCil:

3/11/2014 - The Well Decorated Garden by Fred Rice 

4/9/2013 - Oh Garden of Fresh Possibilities with Kim Smith

2/14/2012 - Designing with Bamboo by Bamboo Company of Rockport

4/12/2011 - Myths Lies and all the Latest Dirt presented by C.L. Fornari



ExECUTIVE BOARD MEMBERS

2014 - 2015

PrEsidEnt
Lisa Willwerth

ViCE PrEsidEnt
Debbie DiGiovanni

trEAsurEr   
Lucia Darr

AssistAnt trEAsurEr
Sarah Dean

sECrEtArY
Kate Willwerth

hosPitAlitY

Lenore Kepler 
Noeline Kohr 

grAPhiC Artist
Maureen Terrill

soCiAl mEdiA
Maureen Terrill
Kate Willwerth

PubliCitY
Janet Nee

ProgrAms sub-CommittEE
Kathy Ryan

ProgrAm AdministrAtor
Beth Coz

sPECiAl CommittEEs

Andrée Webster – Flowers to Shut-ins 
Sheila Jones Schrank – Photographer



MEETINGS & MEMBERShIP

September through June, the second Tuesday of the month,

at the Manchester Community Center,  

40 Beach St, Manchester,  

except when noted.

Social time at 7:00 - Program begins at 7:30

For more info, go to the Seaside Garden Club blog at: 
seasidegardenclub.wordpress.com

to renew your membership or join the club:  
Mail your check or pay at any meeting.  

Membership is $25.00/year. 
$5.00 guest fee, per meeting.

make check payable to: 
The Seaside Garden Club 

P.O. Box 94 
Manchester, MA 01944

                SChOLARShIP

in honor of our 45th Anniversary, the seaside garden Club  
is pleased and proud to announce a $750.00 scholarship to  
a student at the north shore Community College in the 
program of Environmental horticulture. the student is 
working towards an Associates degree from the department 
of Environmental technology.

The Horticulture program is designed for students wishing to 
become employed or self-employed in the ‘green’ industry. Students 
are prepared for a wide range of employment opportunities in 
landscaping and landscape management, nursery and garden 
center operation, turf and golf course management, tree care and 
related occupations. Students may prepare for Massachusetts state 
arboriculture licensing, pesticide licensing and hydraulics licensing. 

For more information, please contact us at (978) 762-4000  
or bheath@northshore.edu.



2014/2015 PROGRAMS

September 9  
45th AnniVErsArY dinnEr CElEbrAtion - with Paul Split 
During this entertaining JUST COOK presentation, Paul will prepare dinner for 
us using fresh herbs. Paul will serve Bread and Herb Butter, Fresh Garden 
Salad with Spicy Herb Vinegars and Bow Tie Pasta with Tomato/Herb sauce 
and Grated Cheese. 

October 14 
mErhs grEEn tEAm - with Green Team Scholars  
The award-winning Manchester-Essex Regional High School Green Team will 
tell us about their program. They bring together students, staff and community 
members to embrace an achievable and sustainable future.

November 11 
EdiblE CEntErPiECEs dEmonstrAtion - with Lou Greenstein 
Do you have an artistic flair and a love for great food? Lou will show us how to 
design delightful edible centerpieces. 

December 9 
holidAY WorkshoP - led by Shirley Preston  
Hands on holiday decorating workshop.

February 10 
nEPtunE’s hArVEst - with Anne Molloy  
All you need to know about Neptune’s Harvest. Locally made organic fertilizer, 
a gardener’s best friend.

March 10 
gEt rEAdY! thE sPring gArdEn - by Cheryl Monroe 
A program offered in the spring to get us all prepared for a productive and 
creative gardening season. 

April 14 
mArshAll’s grEEnhousE - with Karen Sarofeen 
Karen will explain to us what it takes to run a local greenhouse and also 
assemble a window box using Proven Winner annuals. 

May 12 
AnnuAl PlAnt AuCtion

June 9 
bonsAi WorkshoP - conducted by Bob Downey  
Bob will show us how to create and care for our own Bonsai tree. 



Garden Interest Group  
to Meet

On Monday evening, March 24th, 
there will a meeting of the garden in-
terest group of the Manchester Neigh-
bors at the home of Mrs. Ronald Borel, 
3 Harold St. The meeting is open to 
all local women who are interested in 
flowers and gardening. The subject of 
the program will be announced later. 
If you wish further information, please 
call Mrs. George Loring or Mrs. Joseph 
Lucas at 526-1470.

March 14, 1969

march 21, 1969

Garden Group to Meet
Manchester women who are interest-

ed in flowers and gardening are remind-
ed that the first meeting of the garden 
interest group of Manchester neighbors 
will be held on Monday evening, March 
24th at 8 pm in the home of Mrs. Ron-
ald Borel, 3 Harold St.

There will be a program on “South-
ern Gardens” by Miss Gertrude Gold-
smith. Those present will have an 
opportunity to indicate their particu-
lar gardening interests so that future 
trips, workshops and programs can 
be planned. For further information, 
please call Mrs. George Loring or Mrs. 
Joseph Lucas 526-1479

45 YEARS AGO - hOw IT ALL STARTED
The seeds of our garden club 

(Manchester Cricket archives)

Manchester Neighbors
Have you been neglecting that 

green thumb of yours? Well here 
is an opportunity to do something 
about it. Contact Mrs. Joseph Lu-
cas, the gardening chairman of the 
Manchester Neighbors and find out 
what’s planned for the gardening 
meeting. 526-1479. Or are you an 
out of doors type person? The neigh-
bors have a mature interest group 
that be just what you are looking for. 
Call Mrs. James McLoy, chairman 
of the mature interest group 526-
1702. The literature group is well 
underway with Mr. Herbert Hahn 
conducting a seminar on Modern 
Literature. Mrs. Lawrence Olson is 
chairing this group. 526-1454

Golf, tennis, or bridge? Mrs. 
George Billinger, chairman of these 
particular interests, would be glad 
to take your name and see what can 
be arranged. 526-7948

Don’t let that sewing talent go  
to waste. The Arts and Crafts inter-
est group will be quilting. Interest-
ed? Contact Mrs. Anthony Bullock 
526-7948

march 21, 1969



september 12, 1969 
Officers of the Manchester Gardeners met recently at the home of Civic Projects 
Chairman, Mrs. John Shannon to discuss plans for the coming year. L. to r. are: Mrs. 
Frederick Bundy, Mrs. John Shannon, Mrs. Ronald Taft, Mrs. Joseph Lucas, Mrs. George 
Loring, and Mrs. John Bennett.

1969 was quite a year:
the Apollo Moon Walk, Stonewall Riots in New York City, Woodstock Music 
Festival, anti-Vietnam protests all across the country, Chappaquiddick, the 
Charles Manson murders, and Richard Nixon was in the White House. And yet, 
there were several ladies in Manchester who decided it would be a good time 
to begin a new garden club in their own community.

There’s a bit of whimsy and a great deal of community spirit in their 
actions; which epitomizes what it means to live in Cape Ann. These women 
were an original interest group of the Manchester Neighbors and their name 
was the Manchester Gardeners. On June 4, 1974 they voted to rename 
themselves the Seaside Garden Club. 

They continue today furthering their horticultural, floricultural, and 
environmental education; as well as being supportive and actively involved in 
Manchester and the North Shore communities.

Courtesy of the Manchester Cricket



Gardeners Plan Fall Program
Share the wealth of your green thumb 

by contributing some extra plants to the 
plant auction before the meeting at 7:30. 
Everything from groundcovers to house 
plants are invited. Proceeds go to the Man-
chester Gardeners’ civic projects funds. 
Your participation will help complete plans 
for our first project, the Minnie Ball Nature 
Trail to Powder House Hill. 

The Manchester Gardeners begun last 
spring as the garden study of the Man-
chester Neighbors. Activities continued 
throughout the summer and included a 
June trip to the Garden in the Woods in 
Framingham, a tour of colorful local gar-
dens in July, and an August workshop on 
drying flowers for winter bouquets. Plans 
for fall meetings the third Tuesday of each 
month (Note; Corrected in a later article 
to the second Tuesday of the month. LSK) 
will feature an informal flower show by 
club members, including flower arrang-
ing demonstrations, and a Christmas 
workshop (both natural and Della Robia 

decorations.) A series of flower arranging 
workshops will highlight the club’s fall 
program.

The following slate of officers will be 
presented for approval at the September 
16th meeting:

President, Mrs. Joseph Lucas; Vice Pres-
ident, Mrs. George Loring; Treasurer, Mrs. 
John Bennett; Recording Secretary, Mrs. 
Frederick Bundy; Corresponding Secre-
tary, Mrs. Ronald Taft; Flower Exhibits, 
Mrs. Thomas O’Neil; Civic Projects, Mrs. 
John Shannon; Membership, Mrs. Richard 
Walsh; Hospitality, Mrs. JB Gero and Mrs. 
Roger Greenslet; Publicity, Mrs. John Bar-
rett; Yearbook, Mrs. Thomas Eberhardt; 
Conservation, Mrs. James Crowell.

The Manchester Gardeners extend a 
warm welcome to all interested in joining 
and actively supporting this “new adven-
ture in gardening.” We need and appreci-
ate your ideas, your enthusiasm - and your 
help. Take the leap on September 16 and 
join us in keeping Manchester beautiful.

In May of 1969 a number of the original club volunteers offered to chair 
various committees. This became the genisis of the present organization. 
Within four months, they issued a slate of officers and established their first 
election for approval at the September 16, 1969 meeting. During that time 
these women planned a garden tour, a trip to Framingham’s “Garden in the 
Woods,” a conservation project to rehabilitate a local nature trail, interesting 
programs, plant auctions, raised money for community projects, conducted 
multiple workshops in floral arranging with known experts and always invited 
the women of Manchester to be part of their new community club. 

Throughout the first year the Manchester Gardeners operated on a scale 
equal to any business plan in the corporate world. Manchester was fortunate 
to have these movers and shakers in their town. The gardeners saw a void and 
stepped up to beautify their beloved town and share their joy of gardening and 
flowers. Most of the original programs and projects which the Manchester 
Gardeners initiated in that first year have become a vital part of our Seaside 
Garden Club modus operandi well into the 21st century.

september 9, 1969 



While this project began as a celebration of the town’s 325th, the following 
year in October 1, 1971, several members attend to flowering window boxes on 
a downtown building (pictured below). In this century many members come 
from towns other than Manchester. We are committed to Bootstraps in Beverly 
to keep their window boxes filled, flowering, and holiday attired throughout the 
year. Continuing this tradition in the Seaside Garden Club, members plant 
flowers in spring and gather greens in the fall to fill the boxes during the year.

Gardeners Offer Plants for Downtown
This is Manchester’s 325th Anniversa-

ry this year and townspeople as well as 
visitors will enjoy its natural beauty and 
the scheduled commemorative events. 
In order to brighten the downtown area 
with summer flowers, Manchester Gar-
deners invite downtown merchants to 
put flower boxes on their stores. The 

Gardeners will fill and plant the boxes. 
They will also be happy to suggest inex-
pensive types of boxes and brackets. If 
it is preferred, they will plant flowers in 
small tubs, which can be taken into the 
building after business hours. If interest-
ed, call Mrs. John Shannon, Civic Project 
Chairman.

 may 3, 1970

The handsome window boxes gracing the street side of the old police station have been 
donated and filled by The Manchester Gardeners. Put up at the end of August the display 
of impatiens and trailing vinca was watered and tended by the Community Service 
Organization’s Youth Group. The next meeting of the Gardeners will be held on October 
12th in the cafeteria of the Memorial School for the member’s flower show. The club 
welcomes all new members, Gardeners pictured are, (left to right) Mrs. George Loring, 
Mrs. Joseph Lucas and Mrs. James Brown.

ThEN AND NOw, window boxes

Courtesy of the Manchester Cricket



April 2013
Seaside Garden Club members (left to right) Sally Louis, Debbie DiGiovanni, Avis Thomas 
and Andrée Webster planting window boxes at Beverly Bootstraps.

october 17, 1969 
Mrs. Robert Snow, left, of the Hamilton-Wenham Garden Club evaluates exhibits at the 
recent meeting of the Manchester Gardeners, in the Congregational Chapel. Mrs. James 
Crowell, right, demonstrated techniques and materials for flower arranging in the home.

Archive photo of the first flower arranging demonstration

Courtesy of the Manchester Cricket



Many times in reading the Manchester Cricket articles of most of the first 
five years of the club, it became apparent that the initial programs and 
interests of the original members have continued through the years. In the first 
year alone, it was remarkable how each of their programs and workshops are 
still enjoyed today. 

It was all about the forced bulbs if one was to guess from the early plans  
of the Manchester Gardeners. In November of 1969, a “workshop for forcing 
spring bulbs” was held. A month later another workshop was held, also under 
the able tutelage of Sally Loring, and it’s now a project in which “the plants will 
be given this holiday to Manchester residents confined in their homes.”  
The spontaneity from a project for us one month, becomes a cheerful 
gift for them the next month.

ThEN AND NOw, forced bulbs

January 1970

Manchester Gardeners 
Donate Paperwhites to 
Residents

The December project of the club 
was so well received that it may become 
an annual activity. ...Thirty-three pots of 
Paperwhite Narcissus were delivered to 
Manchester residents who were con-
fined to their homes or hospitals in 
the area. Those who participated in the 
project felt it was most worthwhile and 
the recipients were most grateful to re-
ceive a flowering remembrance.november 1970

Manchester Gardeners 
Holiday Charity Project

Once again this holiday season, the 
Manchester Gardeners will gather to 
work on one of their favorite projects, the 
preparation and distribution of pots of 
Paperwhite Narcissus to the ill and elder-
ly of Manchester. ...Members will bring 
suitable containers for the bulbs. Last 
year, the red plastic Wisk bottles made a 
very cheerful bowl.

A year later another project chairlady, Mrs. John J Donelan, Jr. ran a 
workshop at the Congregational Chapel.

In less than a year the delivery of flowers has became a favorite project 
which was carried into February and currently on the first weekend in May.  
For the last decade members deliver flowering plants to Manchester residents 
at home and in nursing homes in the surrounding communities. The Seaside 
Garden Club members who participate in this project - and there are many - will 
say, it is one of their favorite activities of the club.



ThEN AND NOw, herbal dinners and auctions

Any gardener knows the great pleasure in adding fresh snipped basil 
from your herb garden to sliced mozzarella and your home grown tomatoes; 
or oregano to your spaghetti sauce on a cold winter’s night; or slightly 
invasive, but, oh so zesty mint to your summer beverages! On February 10, 
1970, the Manchester Gardeners gathered at the Congregational Chapel to 
attend a meeting of all things herbal. The early Manchester Gardeners were 
often growing and selling their pots of herbs to support civic projects.

Over the years herbs have been a popular program. In the past decade 
the Seaside Garden Club has had Rita Wollmering from the HERB FARMacy in 
Salisbury, present several programs and workshops such as, It’s Easy to Be 

From the start of the Manchester Gardeners, the members conducted 
auctions, exchanged plants for a small fee, and held plant sales. In the earlier 
years the auctions were often in the fall and spring. In their debut year, the 
women had a plant auction in September as well as one in May. 

 This positive spirit of plans in the present becoming the traditions of  
the future is seen again and again in the news clippings from the  
Manchester Cricket.

January 1970

Manchester Gardeners 
Herb Sampling Dinner 

An added feature will be an 
herb-sampling supper to precede the 
regular meeting. The supper will begin 
at 7 pm with a menu of tomato soup 
with basil, chicken rosemary and po-
tatoes, green salad with herb dressing 
and mint fruit ice. There will be a nom-
inal charge to cover the ingredients. 
Members will be called early next week 
so that they can make reservations for 
this gala affair. The program will consist 
of slides prepared by the Herb Society 
of America, entitled “Growing Herbs for 
Winter Pleasure.

may 1970

Manchester Gardeners 
Plant Auction Fundraiser

At the Congregational Chapel on May 
12th at 8:00 pm ...the meeting will fea-
ture what is likely to become an annual 
event - a plant auction. Members are 
asked to bring whatever surplus their 
gardens have to offer, whether flower-
ing plants, ground covers, seedlings or 
house plants. Those members who face 
the prospect of landscaping new grounds 
will be able to obtain plants for a nominal 
amount which in turn will enrich the civ-
ic fund. In connection with the auction, a 
panel of members will supply facts about 
the care and feeding of the new plants 
and have available reference books for 
the various types of plants. New mem-
bers are always welcome.



Green, Herbal Gifts from Your Garden, and Clean and Green. Our anniversary 
dinner on September 9, 2014 will celebrate the joys of herbs. Chef Paul Split 
will prepare and cook an herbal dinner in front of us. He will prepare Molded 
Herb Butter, Spicy Herb Vinegars and the Fresh Pasta Sauce and then 
present a buffet of Herbal Bread, Salad, and Pasta. At the opening meeting of 
the 2014 - 2015 year, we are thrilled to be dining with many of our former 
presidents and founding members of our Seaside Garden Club this evening. 

In the spirit of generosity which our early members exhibited so often,  
the Executive Board extends to all our members tonight the pleasure of  
your company.

With more working women in our club the yearly fund raiser, the plant 
auction, is now held in the spring. We have seen so many clippings of the 
past, it seems only right to end our Archival Celebration of the club with Kate 
Willwerth’s lively article in the Manchester Cricket after the Seaside Club 
Auction in May 2014. The tradition of the Manchester Gardeners Club 
continues with fun and learning for all; raising funds for good causes and 
excellent educational meetings and workshops; welcoming all to join; and 
looking forward to an environmental walk through our local community.

Flower mavens and Seaside Garden Club board members Gayle Masiero, Debbie 
DiGiovanni and Maureen Terrill displaying auction materials.

may 2005



may 2014

Board members (left to right): Lucia Darr, Andrée Webster, Sarah Dean, Beth Coz, Lisa 
Willwerth, Kate Willwerth, Lenore Kepler, Kathy Ryan, Debbie DiGiovanni and Sheila 
Jones Schrank. Missing from photo: Maureen Terrill and Gayle Masiero.

NOw, auctions

Seaside Garden Club’s Auction Always  
a Perennial Success

The Seaside Garden Club’s annual auc-
tion was an outstanding success due to the 
hard work of its members and generous do-
nations from many area businesses. A large 
crowd gathered when the doors opened at 
6:00 on May 13th at the Manchester Com-
munity Center for a preview of the auction 
items. The club’s board members had been 
busy at work for hours beforehand, arrang-
ing and labeling the many plants and hand-
made garden art pieces. Auctioneer Debbie 
DiGiovanni explained that some of the pe-
rennials are heirloom plants and originated 
from some of the lovely gardens and estates 
in the area. The club is very appreciative of 
the generous donations from local busi-
nesses.... 

Besides lovely perennials and beautiful 
hanging flowering baskets there were many 
creative garden art objects that drew high 

bids. Members repurposed chairs into inter-
esting plant containers, created handmade 
garden signs and made mobiles out of drift-
wood. Maureen Terrill, the Seaside Garden 
Club’s own graphic artist, designed colorful 
aprons, debuted by the board members 
at the auction. Donations also came from 
businesses beyond the local area....

The Seaside Garden Club will hold its fi-
nal meeting of the season on June 10th with 
a special guided walk through Ravenswood 
Park followed by a Pot Luck Dinner at the 
Discovery and Learning Center at Ra-
venswood.... 

The club will kick off our program next 
year with a 45 year anniversary celebra-
tion, followed by workshops, demonstra-
tions and interesting speakers. Mem-
bership is open to all. Visit our blog at:  
seasidegardenclub.wordpress.com



ThEN, photos from the archives

August 1974
Shown admiring the garden of Mrs. Joseph Lucas, Big Rock Rd., at a recent meeting of 
the Seaside Garden Club are: Mrs. Lucas, Mrs. Henry Tataronis, Mrs. Kenneth Watson, 
Mrs. David Lynch, and Mrs. Donald Anderson

Courtesy of the Manchester Cricket

Christmas wreath making workshop. From left to right, Gayle Masiero, Maureen Terrill 
and Jocelyn Tiberii.

december 2002



On May Day, family and friends of the late Alice Salter gathered at MERHS to dedicate 
and plant a tree in her honor. Those in attendance include (from left): Jim and Denise 
Samolchuk, Sarah Dean, Gayle Masiero, Maureen Terrill, Kathy Ryan, Dave Willwerth, 
Maggie Logue, Gretchen Wood, Lisa Willwerth, Frank Wood, Dick and Brendan Salter, 
Kate Willwerth, Sue Thompson, Debbie DiGiovanni and Bob Thompson.

 more photos from the archives

may 2012

June 16, 10am - 1pm (Rain or Shine)
Members and Guests, $10/person

(Reception and refreshments served at  
Debbie DiGiovanni’s at 1pm. Garden #6 on tour.)

SeaSide GaRden Club
Home Garden Tour

GaRdenS on TouR

1. Kate Willwerth 
160 Hesperus Ave 
Magnolia

2. Margaret Hughes 
6 Raymond St 
Manchester

3. Maureen Terrill 
30 Magnolia Ave 
Manchester

4. André Webster 
55 Old Essex Rd 
Manchester

5. Rosemary Armstrong 
7 Woodholm Rd 
Manchester

6. Debbie DiGiovanni 
21 Forest Lane 
Manchester

Home Garden Tour included the  
homes of Kate Willwerth, Margaret 
Hughes, Maureen Terrill, Andrée  
Webster, Rosemary Armstrong  
and Debbie DiGiovanni

June 2012



Ravenswood Park Guided Walk and Pot Luck Dinner at Ravenswood Education Center  
after the walk. Members from left to right, Kathy Ludgate, Vita Berg, Kathy Ryan,  
Jo McCullough, Peggy Finn and Trustee of Reservations guide Ramona Latham.

Members of the Seaside Garden Club and the Manchester Garden Club in collaboration 
with members of the senior class at MERHS on “Make a Difference Day”, Saturday, 
October 26, 2013 worked to clean up the garden at the beach circle as well as the beds 
around the Singing Beach bath house. Pictured (left to right) are Seaside Garden Club 
members Lisa Willwerth, Kate Willwerth, Manchester Garden Club members, Christine 
Kinney and Teresa Ramirez.

June 2014

october 2013



ThEN AND NOw, presidents

Mrs. Joseph Lucas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   1969 - 1970

Mrs. George Loring  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   1970 - 1972

Mrs. F.M. Bundy, JR.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   1972 - 1975

Mrs. Kenneth Watson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   1975 - 1976

Mrs. David Ryan  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   1976 - 1977

Mrs. Henry Taron   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .    1977 - 1978

Mrs. David Lynch   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .    1978 - 1980

Mrs. Clarence Hood   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .    1980 - 1982

Ms. Stanley Magnuson   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .    1982 - 1984

Mrs. John Sterge   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .    1984 - 1986

Mrs. Louis Barrier   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .    1986 - 1988

Mrs. Robert McAleer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   1988 - 1990

Mrs. Timothy Gates  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .    1990 - 1992

Mrs. Virginia Hughes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   1992 - 1994

Mrs. Christine Towle  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   1994 - 1996

Mrs. Rosemary Armstrong   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .    1996 - 1997

Mrs. Christine Towle  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   1997 - 1998

Mrs. Melanie Powers   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .    1998 - 2000

Mrs. Andrée Webster  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   2001 - 2003

Ms. Gayle Masiero  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   2003 - 2006

Ms. Gayle Masiero, Co-President  . . . . . . . . . .   2006 - 2007

Ms. Alice Salter, Co-President  . . . . . . . . . . . . .   2006 - 2007

Ms. Kathy Ryan, Co-President . . . . . . . . . . . . .   2007 - 2008

Ms. Wendy Hiller-Clark, Co-President  .  .  .  .  .  .  .    2007 - 2008

Ms. Kathy Ryan, President  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .    2008 - 2010

Ms. Debbie DiGiovanni . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   2010 - 2012

Ms. Lisa Willwerth   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .    2012 - 2015



“���I�enjoyed�being�president�of�Seaside�Garden�Club.�While�I�was�president�we�
supported�Pennies�for�Pines,�a�fund�to�plant�trees�across�the�United�States.�
Now�the�club�collects�money�to�support�planting�trees�in�Springfield�
Massachusetts�after�the�EF3�tornado�in�2011.�Being�president�was�easy,��
with�great�support�from�the�board�and�all�the�members.”�
—Debbie�DiGiovanni

“���This�is�such�a�great�group�of�busy�women�who�have�varied�talents�and�interests,�
with�gardening�being�the�common�bond.�We�have�brought�the�club�into�the��
21st�century�with�our�blog,�emails�and�spreadsheets,�but�still�do�the�same�
time-honored�garden�club�events�that�the�founders�did�45�years�ago!�Being�
President�has�been�and�fun�and�rewarding�experience.”�
—Lisa�Willwerth�

“���I�like�that�this�club�is�so�welcoming�and�that�we�have�gardeners�of�all�abilities.�
We�also�have�some�members�who�don’t�garden�at�all�but�who�love�to�hear�the�
various�speakers�and�take�part�in�the�workshops�or�just�enjoy�some�social�time�
with�friends.�It’s�a�testament�to�the�members�that�the�club�has�continued�for�so�
many�years�especially�now�when�it’s�difficult�to�get�people�to�go�out�at�night��
after�they�get�home�from�a�long�day�at�work.”�
—Kathy�Ryan�

“���When�a�friend�couldn’t�be�president,�I�inherited�the�presidency�for�the�coming�
year.�I�enjoyed�serving�in�the�position�with�help�of�the�board�and�members.��
My�most�pleasurable�assignment�has�been�the�spring�flower�delivery�to�elders,��
locally�and�in�area�nursing�homes.”�
—Andrée�Webster�

ThEN AND NOw, in their own words, from our 
presidents (all on the current board of 2014-2015)

“���I�jumped�right�into�the�club�on�my�first�visit�by�volunteering�for�the�nominating�
committee.�It�was�easy�to�get�involved�and�I�loved�every�minute.�We�stepped��
up�the�membership�committee�and�offered�wine�at�every�meeting.�Members�
seemed�to�like�that!�I�was�a�3�term�president,�my�last�being�co-president�with�
Alice�Salter.�She�was�such�a�solid,�no-nonsense�member�with�a�clear�sense�of�
how�the�club�operated�and�a�natural�gardener.�I�couldn’t�have�done�that�last�
year�without�her.�We�all�miss�her�dearly.�I�feel�very�honored�to�have�served�as�
president�of�our�club.”��
—Gayle�Masiero



SEASIDE GARDEN CLUB
Manchester, MA 01944

BY-LAWS
AMENDED
1997, 1990, 1992, 1997, 2002, 2012

ARTICLE I: NAME
This association shall be known as the Seaside Garden Club.

ARTICLE II: ObjECTIvEs
The objectives of this association shall be:
 To demonstrate methods of gardening.
 To encourage interest in floral design and horticulture.
 To help protect and conserve natural resources and
 To improve and beautify the community of Manchester-by-the-Sea and surrounding 

communities.

ARTICLE III: MEMbERsHIP
Membership shall be open to individuals interested in participating in the Objectives listed 
in ARTICLE II above.

ARTICLE Iv: ANNUAL DUEs AND FIsCAL YEAR
section 1. The Annual Dues shall be $25.00. Annual Dues must be paid for a Member to  
 be in good standing.
section 2. The Annual Dues for the next Fiscal Year shall be paid at or before October of  
 each year.
section 3. If such Annual Dues have not been received by the Treasurer on or before  
 October of the Fiscal Year, those individuals will be dropped from the   
 membership without further notice.
section 4. The Fiscal Year shall begin July 1, each year.

ARTICLE v: OFFICERs AND EXECUTIvE bOARD
section 1. The Officers shall be a President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer, and  
 Assistant Treasurer. They shall be elected at the Annual Meeting to serve for  
 one year, until the conclusion of the next annual meeting; they shall each have  
 the privilege of re-election.
section 2. The President
 Shall preside at all Meetings of the Association and of its Executive Board.
 Shall appoint the Standing Committee Chairmen. 
 Shall be ex-officio member of all Committees except the Nominating   
 Committee, and Shall approve all bills for payment that are for an amount of  
 $100 or more as well as any bills that the Treasurer considers unusual.



section 3. The vice-President
 Shall conduct the business of the association during the absence of the  
 President, and perform other duties and responsibilities that the President  
 may assign. if the office of President becomes vacant, the Vice-President shall  
 become President.
section 4. The secretary
 Shall keep records of all Meetings of the Association and report the minutes  
 of each such meeting at the following meeting for correction and approval,  
 and Shall keep records of all meetings of the Executive Board and report the  
 minutes of each such meeting at the following meeting for correction and  
 approval.
section 5. The Treasurer
 Shall keep an accurate account of all monies held, received, and expended. 
	 Shall	attain	the	President’s	approval	to	pay	all	bills	in	the	amount	of	$100	or		
 more and those which the Treasurer considers to be unusual. 
 Shall keep a current membership list, including those whose dues are in  
 arrears, and Shall notify, as of September, those Members whose Annual Dues  
 are still in arrears.
section 6. The Assistant Treasurer
 Shall act as Treasurer in the absence of the Treasurer, and perform such other  
 duties and responsibilities as the Treasurer may assign.
section 7. All Officers and the Chairmen of the Standing Committees shall constitute the  
 Board of the Association.
section 8. The Executive board
 Shall transact the general business of the Association. 
 Shall consider all questions of policy and present its recommendations to  
 the Association for action; and, in the event of any vacancy in the Executive  
 Board not expressly provided for elsewhere in these by-laws.
 Shall have the right to appoint a Member to fill that vacancy for the remainder  
 of the unexpired term.

ARTICLE vI: sTANDING COMMITTEEs
There shall be standing committees as required (including, but not limited to): Programs, 
Civic Projects, Publicity, Hospitality, Social Media and Membership. 

ARTICLE vII: MEETINGs
section 1. Regular meetings of the association shall be on the second Tuesday of each  
 month from September through May inclusive, unless otherwise specified by  
 the Executive Board.
section 2. The Annual Meeting of the Association shall be held at the Regular Meeting  
 in June for the purpose of receiving and approving annual reports and the  
 election of Officers for the following year.
section 3. Other meetings may be held as authorized by the Executive Board.
section 4. The times and places of all meetings shall be as specified by the 
 Executive Board.
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ARTICLE vIII: NOMINATING COMMITTEE AND ELECTION
section 1. Candidates for the Nominating Committee may be nominated, to the Secretary,  
 at any time by any member. The Nominating Committee will consist of five  
 Members of the Executive Board. 
section 2. The Nominating Committee shall prepare a list of candidates for office whose  
 names shall be presented to and read out at the Annual Meeting. Further  
 nominations from the floor shall be in order.
section 3. If there is more than one candidate for the same office, the election shall be  
 by ballot, and a majority vote shall elect. If there is only one candidate for  
 any office, it will be in order to move that the Secretary cast the vote of the  
 Association for election to that office.

ARTICLE IX: QUORUM: MEMbERs IN GOOD sTANDING
A quorum of a meeting of the association shall be one-fourth of the Members in good 
standing.

ARTICLE X: PARLIAMENTARY AUTHORITY
“Robert’s	Rules	of	Order,	1893	Edition”	(Pyramid	Books,	paperback	edition	of	1967)	shall	
govern all the proceedings of the association to which they are applicable and in which 
they are not inconsistent with these by-laws. 

ARTICLE XI: AMENDMENTs
These by-laws may be amended at any Regular Meeting of the association by a two 
thirds vote of those Members in good standing present and voting, provided the proposed 
amendment has been submitted in writing at the previous regular meeting.

ARTICLE XII: DIsCRIMINATION CLAUsE
The Seaside Garden Club shall not permit in their conduct of Club affairs any restriction or 
limitation whatsoever based upon race, color, age, creed, gender, religion, political beliefs, 
disability, sexual orientation, national origin or veteran, marital, family or employment status. 
(Amended September 2012)

ARTICLE XIII: DIssOLUTION CLAUsE
In the event of dissolution of the Seaside Garden Club, all remaining assets and property 
of the organization shall, after payment of necessary expense, be distributed to such 
organizations	as	shall	qualify	under	Section	501(c)(3)	of	the	Internal	Revenue	Code	
of	1986	or	corresponding	provision	of	subsequent	federal	tax	laws,	or	to	the	Federal	
Government, a state or local government for public purpose, subject to the approval of a 
court of competent jurisdiction within the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. (Amended 
September 2012)


